> 
De- , 
a ew 
* 


THE 
OECON OMV 
e 
HUMAN LIFE. 
PART the SECOND. | 


Tranſlated from an Indian Manu- 
ſcript, found ſoon after that 
which contained the Original 
of the firſt Part; and written 
by the ſame Hand. | 


IN a” 


A Second LETTER from an 
Engliſh Gentleman reſiding at China, "y 
to the Earl of * * # 1 

The FOURTH EDITION, 


LONDON. 
Printed for W. Owzn, at Homer s- Head, near 
Temple- Bar. MDCCLXIII. 


(Price One Shilling.) 


* 


i. 

1 = 
L 
Ss 

£ 

- 
4 
= 
by ood 
= 
- 

* 

4 . 
. 


* 


T o the Right Honourable the 


r 


Peking, Jan. 10, 1749-50. 
My LORD, 


OT a month after I had 
encloſed to your Lordſhip the 
tranſlation. I het atiempted of the 
Oriental 7 of inorality, ſo fa- 
mots in theſe . We Were agree- 
ably ſurprized with a manuſeri pt of 
the ſame five, whoſe antiquity, cha- 
rafters, and other internal marks, 
determined it to be the performance 
of the ſame author ; which, at the 
ſame time that it ſhewed us ſome- 
thing was wanting to what we bad 
before efteemed a complete ſyſtem, 
very happily ſupplied * deficiency. 

I could not reſt, after the firſt 
dipping into it, without the pleaſing 
A 2 taſe 


| (iv) 
taſk of a tranſlation; nor, when 1 
hbgg finiſhed it, without doing myſelf 
the honour of tranſmitting it to your 
Lordſhip. + I need not tell your Lord- 
ſhip, that the energy of thought, 
fublimity of flile, and many other 
circumſtances, prove it to . 
the divine hand that _ planned the 
other : the ſubſtance of it carries 
abundantly more proof of it. 
FI did not flatter myſelf that 
be firſt part had met the honour of 
your Lordſhip's approbation, I ſhould 
not be ſa earneſt in diſpatching this 
after it: but while I know the va- 
lue - of - the work, and know your 
Lordſhip's diſtinguiſhing genius, it 
would be ridiculous to affect a 
doubt about it. 


I am, 
My Lon p, 
Your's, &cs 
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CHAPTER” I. 


Of the HUMAN FRAME and 


STRUCTURE. 


E AK and ignorant as thou 
art, O man! humble as thou 
oughteſt to be, O child of the duſt! 
wouldſt thou raiſe thy thoughts to in- 
finite wiſdom ? wouldſt thou fee omni- 
potence diſplay d before thee ? con- 
template thine own frame. 
Fearfully and wonderfully art thou 
made: praiſe therefore thy Creator 
with awe, and rejoice before him with 
reverence. 

Wherefore of all creatures art thou 


only erect; but that thou ſhouldſt be- , 


hold his works! wherefore art thou to 


behold ; but that thou mayſt admire ' 


them! 1 to admire; but that 
thou mayſt adore their, and wy Cre- 
ator ! 


AG Where- 


— 
- 
1 . — - N 4 
2 — — — 7 * | —— es i — ä —-—-— 
_ Gy X . 0 « . L * % — 
2 — —— 5 — * «| : oy 4 - _ b y —— —j 
— — a _— 4 C 7 — — — * of 
A p 
* — An 
b, © _ - d 5 * by 
o — GER *%c — EP. * — —̊[—p f 
2 pe Y a— 0 5 23 ** . 
-# . 2 — — — = 
PI © l l 
— 


. 
= Po by - — 
= - 
— 
_ 4 
> . 
2 bo — 


uy 
- A 4 em 
= WY: > = = as 
——_ . — 
— — 5 4 — 
— — 


(4) 
Wherefore, is. conſciouſneſs repoſed 
in thee alone; and whence 1 is it derived 
to thee! | 

"Tis not in fleſh to think; - *tis not 
in bones to reaſon : the lion knoweth 
not that worms ſhall eat him : the ox 
perceiveth not that he is fed for ſlaugh- 
ter. 

Something is added to thee unlike to 
what thou elt: ſomething informs thy 
clay, higher than all that is the object 
of thy ſenfes. Behold ! what is it! 7 
Thy body remaineth perfect after it 
is fled; therefore it is no part of it: 
it is immaterial; therefore it is eternal: 
it is free to act; therefore it is account- 
able for its actions. | 
EKnoweth the aſs the uſe of food, be- 
cauſe his teeth mow down the herbage ? 
or ſtandeth the crocodile erect, altho 
his back-bone is ſtrait as thine ? 

God formed thee as he had formed 
theſe: after them all wert thou created: 
ſuperiority and command were given 
thee over all; and of his own — 

di 
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id he communicate to thee thy prin- 
ciple of knowledge. 
Know thyſelf then the pride of his 
creation; the link uniting divinity and 
matter : behold a part of God himſelf 
within thee : remember thine own dig- 
nity 3 nor dare deſcend to evil or to 
meanneſs. 

Who planted terror in the tail of the 
ſerpent? who cloathed the' neck of the 
hotſe with thunder ? even he who hath 
inſtructed thee to cruſh the one under 
thy feet, and to tame on other to or 


__— 
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"CHAPTER IL 
a the Usz of the. SENSES. 


TAUNT dos of thy body, be- 
cauſe it was firſt formed; nor of 
thy brain, becauſe therein thy ſoul re- 
ſideth. Is not the maſter of the houſe 
more honourable than its walls ? 
The ground muſt be prepared be- 
fore corn be planted: the potter muſt 
build his furnace before he can make 
his porcelane. 

As the breath of heaven ſayeth unto 
the water of the deep, this way ſhall 
thy billows roll, and no other; thus 
high, and no higher, ſhall they raiſe 
their fury; ſo let thy ſpirit, O man, 

actuate and direct thy fleſh : ſo let it 
repreſs its wildneſs. 


Thy foul is the monarch of thy 


frame: ſuffer not its ſubjects to rebel 


ww 
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e 
Thy body is as the globe of the 
earth: thy bones Els Be that fuſtain 
it on its baſis. 
As the ocean giveth riſe to picks, 
whoſe waters return again into its boſom 
thro' the rivers: ſo runneth thy life 
from the heart outwards; ad ſo re- 
turneth it unto its place again. 
Do not both retain their courſe for 
ever ỹ en the Grad: * ordained 
them. 1355 
Is not thy noſe FR e to pere 
fumes ? thy mouth the path to delica⸗ 
cies?” yet know thou, that perfumes 
long ſmelt become offenſive: that de- 
licacies deſtroy the appetite they flatter; 
Are not thine eyes the centinels that 
watch for thee? yet how often are they 
unable to diſtinguiſh truth from error. 
Keep thy ſoul in moderation: teach 
thy ſpirit to be attentive to its good: 
ſo ſhall theſe its miniſters be always to 
thee conveyances of truth. | 
Thine hand, is it not a miracle? is 
i in 1 the creation aught like unto it? 
THO where- 


. 


pay to him who gave it thee a rational 


* it given thee; but that 
thou mighteſt ſtretch it out to the al. 
ſiſtance of thy brother? k 

Why of all things living art thou 
alone made capable of bluſhing ? the 
world ſhall: read thy ſhame upon thy 
face : therefore do nothing ſhamefu]. 

Fear and diſmay, why rob they thy 
countenance of its ruddy ſplendour? 
avoid guilt and thou ſhalt know that 
fear is beneath 505 that diſmay 3 is un- 
manly. 1 

Wherefore to thee alone ſpeak ſha- 
dows 4 in the viſions of thy pillow? re- 
verence them ; for know that dreams 


Thou man eie won- 
der at thy glorious prerogative; and 


and welcome praiſe; teaching thy chil- 
Aren wiſdom; inſtructing che offspring 
9 | 
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CHAPTER m. 


The SOUL of MAN, its Onto 
and AFFECTIONS. 


THE bleſſings, O man! of thy 
external part are health, vigour 


and proportion: the greateſt of theſe 


is health. What health is to the body 
even that is honeſty to the ſoul. 

That thou haſt a foul is of all know- 
ledge the molt certain; of all truths the 
moſt plain unto thee: be meek; be 
grateful for itz ſeek not to know it 
perfectly: it is inſcrutable. 

Thinking, underſtanding, reaſon- 
ing, willing; call not theſe the ſoul ! 
they are its actions, * they are not 
its eſſence, 


Raiſe it not too high that thou be not 


deſpiſed: be not thou like unto. thoſe 
dr fall by climbing; neither debaſe it 
to the ſenſe of brutes: nor be thou like 

to 
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„ 
to the horſe and the mule, in whom 
there is no underſtanding. = 
Search it by its faculties; know it by 


its virtues: they are more in number 


than the hairs of thy head: the ſtars of 
heaven are not to be counted with them. 
Think not with Arabia that one ſoul 
is parted among all men; neither be- 
lieve thou with the ſons of Egypt, that 
every man hath many: know that as 
thy heart, ſo alſo thy ſoul is one. 
Doth not the ſun harden the clay ? 
dothꝭ it not alſo ſoften the wax? as it is 
one ſun that worketh both; even ſo it 
is one ſaul that willeth contraries. 
As the moon retaineth her nature 
tho? darkneſs ſpread itſelf before her 


face as a curtain; ſo the ſoul remaineth 


perfect even in the boſom of the fool. 
She is immortal: ſhe is unchange- 
able; ſhe is alike in all: health calleth 
her forth to ſhew her lovelineſs; and 
application anointeth her with the oil 
of wiſdomn. 


Altho' 


t 
Altho' ſhe ſhall live after thee, think 
not ſhe was born before thee: ſhe was 
concreated” with n and TO 
vith thy brain. 
juſtice could not give bent to Fn ex- 
ated by virtues, nor mercy deliver her 
to thee deformed by vices. Theſe muſt 
be thine, and thou muſt anſwer them. 
- Suppoſe not death can ſhield thee” 
from examination: think not corrup- 
tion can hide thee from enquiry. He 
vho formed thee of thou knowſt not 
vhat j can he not raiſe thee from thou 
knowit not what again. 
Perceiveth not the cock the bs of 
midnight ?\ exalteth he not his voice, to 
tell thee it is morning? knoweth not 
the dog the footſteps of his maſter? and 
lyeth not the wounded: goat unto the 
herb that healeth him? yet when theſe: 
die, their ſpirit returneth to the duſt : 
thine alone ſurvivech. 
Envy not to thaſsrabain Gaſeds;be- 
cauſe quicker than thine own : learn 
that the advantage lieth not in poſſeſſing 
2 good 


"2 > - beds: of ſilver, are vile ſentences utter- 
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good hingss bu f in the n to 
uſe them. 

HFHadſt nee ear of. the fag: or 
were thine eye as ſtrong and piercing as 
- the cagle's; didſt or equal the hound 

in ſmell; or could the ape reſign to 
thee: his taſte ; or the tortoiſe her feel. 


ing; yet without reaſon what would bu 
they avail thee? periſh not all theſe like ¶ del 
their kindred ? ? 


_ - Hath any one of them the gift of 

' ſpeech? can pup * there · 
fore did I ſo? 

The lips of the een a 
of a cabinet; no ſooner are they open- 
ed, dr meer poured out before 
ches. 


Like unto trees of gold aged in 


ed in due ſeaſon, . 

: Canſt thou think too greatly of thy 
ſoul? or can too much be ſaid in its 
Praiſe?-ir is the image of him who gave 
it. 

| Remember thou i its dignity for ever; 
forget 
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ſorget not how great a talent! is commit. 
ted to thy charge. 

Whatſoe ver may do good, may alſo 
do harm : beware that thou direct its 
courſe to virtue. 

Think not that thou canſt loſe her in 
the croud : ſuppoſe not that thou canſt 
bury her in thy cloſet :- action is her 
delight, and ſhe will not be CID 
from 1t. 

Her motion is perpetual ; hier at- 
tempts are univerſal: her agility is not 
to be ſuppreſs d: it is at the 3 
part of the earth, ſhe will have it: 

t beyond the region of the TOs" yer 
vill her eye diſcover it, 

Inquiry is her delight: as one who 
traverſeth the burning ſands in fearch 
of water, ſo is the ſoul that thirſteth 
after knowledge. 

Guard her for ſhe's raſh ; reſtrain her 
for ſhe is irregular z correct her for ſhe 
ls outrageous : more ſupple is ſhe than 
vater; more flexible than wax; more 

yielding 
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yielding than air: is there ought then 
can bind her ? 0 
As a ſword in the 3 of a mad- 
man; even ſo is the ſoul to him who 
wanteth diſcretion. | 
The end of her ſearch is wth her 
as to diſcover, it are reaſon, and ex. 
perience : but are not theſe weak, un- 
certain and fallacious? how then ſhall 
ſhe attain unto it ? 
General opinion is no proof of truth; 
For. the generality of men are ignorant. 
Perception of thyſelf 3. the know- 
ledge of him who created thee; the 
ſenſe of the worſhip thou oweſt unto F 
him; are not theſe plain before thy 
face ?. and behold ! what is there more 
; nt SPAR? needeth to know. | 
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FO CHAPTER 1v. 


ofthe Parte and Us Es of HUMAN 
LIFE. 


S the eye of morning to the lark; 

as the ſhade of evening to the 
owl; as honey to the bee, br as the 
carcaſe to the vulture z even ſuch is 
life unto the heart of man. 

Tho' bright it dazzleth not; the 
obſcure it diſpleaſeth not; tho? ſweet 
it cloyeth not; tho' corrupt it forbid- 
deth not: yet who is he that knoweth 
its true value? | | 

Learn to eſteem life as it ought ; 
then art thou near the pinnacle of 
wiſdom, 

Think not with the fool that nothing 
is more valuable; nor believe with the 
pretended wiſe that thou oughteſt to 
contemn it: love it not for itſelf, but 
for the good it may be of to others. 

Gold cannot buy it for thee: neither 
can 


terward. 
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can mines of diamonds purchaſe back 
the moment thou haſt now loſt of it: 
employ the ſucceeding ones in virtue, 

Say not that it were beſt not to have 
been born ; or if born that it had. been 
beſt to die early : neither dare thou to 
aſk of thy creator, Where had been the 
evil had I not exiſted? good is in thy 
power: the want of good, is evil: and 
if thy queſtion be Juſt, Jo! it con- 


W thee. 

Would the fiſh ſwallow the bait if 
0 knew the hook was hid therein? 
would the lion enter the toils if he ſaw 
they were prepared for him? ſo nei- n 
ther were the ſoul to periſh with this I f 


clay, would man wiſh to live; neither 
would a merciful God have created 


him: know hence thou ſhalt live al- 


As the bird encloſed i in the cage be- 
fore he ſeeth it, yet teareth not his 
fleſh againſt its ſides; ſon, either labour 
thou vainly to run from the ſtate thou 
art 


(17) | 
art in, but know it is allotted thee ; 
and be content with it. 
Tho! its ways are uneven, yet are 

they not all painful; accommodate thy- 
ſelf to all; and where there is leaſt ap- 
pearance of evil, ſuſpect the 2 
danger. 

When thy bed is ſtraw thoy Nleepeſt 
in ſecurity; but when thou ſtretcheſt 
thyſelf on roſes beware of the thorns. 

A good death is better than an evil 
life; ſtrive to live therefore as long as 
thou oughteſt, not as long as thou canſt: 


w dile thy life is to others worth more 
„chan thy death; it is thy duty to pre- 

us ſerve it. 

er Complain not with the fool of the 

ed ſhortneſs of thy time; remember. that 
aN vith thy days thy cares are ſhortned. 

be. Take from the period of thy life the 


his uſeleſs parts of it; and what remaineth ? 
take off the time of thine infancy, the 
ſecond infancy of age, thy ſleep, thy 
thoughtleſs Rours, thy days of ſickneſs, 

| B and 
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andi even at the fulneſs of years, how- 
few ſeaſons haſt thou truly numbered ? 

He who gave thee life as a bleſſing, 
ſhortened it to make it more ſo: to 
what end would longer life have ſerved 
thee? wiſheſt thou to have had an op- 
portunity of more vices? as to the 
good, will not he who limited thy 
ſpan, be ſatisfied with the fruits of it? 
To what end, O child of ſorrow, 

wouldſt thou live longer ? to breathe, 
to eat, to ſee the world? all this thou 
haſt done often already ; too frequent 
repetition, is it not tireſome ?. or is it 
not ſuperfluous ?- 

Wouldſt thou improve thy wiſdom 
and thy virtue? alas! what art thou to 


. know? or who is it that ſhall teach 


thee? badly thou employeſt the little 
thou haſt ; dare not therefore to com- 
Plain that more is not given thee. 

| Repine not at the want of know- 
ledge: , it muſt periſh with thee in the 


grave z be honeſt here, thou ſhalt be 


wile hereafter. 
Say 


( 19 ) 

Say not unto: the crow, why num- 
bereſt thou ſeven times the age of thy 
lord? or to the fawn, why are thine 
eyes to ſee my offspring to an hundred 
generations ? are theſe to be com 
with thee in the abuſe of life ? are they 
riotous ? are they cruel? are they un- 
grateful ? learn from them rather that 
innocence of life and ſimplicity of man- 
ners are the paths to a good old age, 

Knoweſt thou to employ life better 
than theſe ? then leſs of it may ſuffice 
kee. 

. Man who dares enſlave the world, 
when he knows he can enjoy his tyran- 
1 ny but a moment, what would he not 
o am at, if he were immortal? 
h Enough haſt thou of life, but thou 
le Nigardeſt not: thou art not in want of 
a- Ri O man! but thou art prodigal ; ' 
tou throweſt it - lightly away, as if 
thou hadſt more than enough; and 
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he Net thou repineſt that it is not gathered 
be ain unto thee, 
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OS 

Know that it is not abundance which 
maketh rich, but oeconomy. 

The wiſe continueth to live from his 


firſt period: the fool is always begin- 

ning. 
Labour not after riches firſt, and 
think thou afterwards wilt enjoy them: 
he who neglecteth the preſent moment, 
throweth away all that he hath: as the 
arrow paſſeth through the heart, while 
the warrior knew not that it was com- 
ing; fo ſhall his life be taken away be- 
. fore he knoweth that he hath it. 

What then is life, that man ſhouldde- 
fire it? what breathing, that he ſhould 
covet it? 

Is it not a ſcene of deluſion? a ſe- 
ries of miſadventures; a purſuit of evils 
link'd on all ſides together; in the be- 
ginning it is ignorance, pain is in its 
middle, and its end is ſorrow. 

As one wave puſheth on another, till 
both are involved in that behind them; 
even ſo ſucceedeth evil to evil in the life 


of man; the greater and the preſent 
ſwallow 


| (. 21 ) 
ſwallow up the lefſer and the paſt! our 


terrors are real evils; our expectations 
look forward into improbabilities. 


Fools, to dread as mortals; and to 


deſire as if immortal! 


What part of life is it that we would 


wiſh to remain with us? is it youth? 
can we be in love with outrage, licenti- 
ouſneſs and temerity ? is it age? then 
are we fond of infirmities. 

It is ſaid grey hairs are revered, and 
in length of days is honour. Virtue 
can add reverence to the bloom of 
youth; and without it age plants more 
wrinkles in the ſoul than on the fore- 


head. 


Is age reſpected "hikes it hateth 


riot? what juſtice is in this? when it 


is not age deſpiſeth pleaſure; but plea- 
ſure that deſpiſeth age. 

Be virtuous while thou art young, 
ſo ſhall thine age be honoured, 
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Conſidered in regard to 


His INFIRMITIES, and 
their EFFECTS. 


( 25-) 
CHAPTER I. 
VANITY. 


1 is powerful in the heart 
of man; intemperance ſwayeth it 
whither it will; deſpair engroſſeth much 
of itz and fear proclaimeth, behold 1 
lit unrival'd therein; but vanity is be- 
yond them all. 

Weep not therefore at the calamities - 
of the human ſtate ; rather laugh at its 
follies. In the hands of the man ad- 
dicted to vanity, life is but the ſhadow 
of a dream. 

The hero, the moſt renowned of hu- 
man characters, what is he but a bub- 
ble of this weakneſs? the public is un- 
ſtable and ungrateful! why. ſhould the 
man of wiſdom endanger himſelf for 
fools 2 
The man who neglecteth his preſent 
Concerns, to revolve how he will be- 
we when greater, feedeth himſelf 
B 5, with 
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with wind, while his bread | is eaten by 
another. 1 Ar Is 
Act as becometh thee in thy preſent 
ſtation.: and in more exalted ones thy 
face ſhall not be aſhamed, 

What blindeth the eye, or what 
hideth the heart of a man from him- 
ſelf, like vanity? lo! when thou ſeeſt 
not thyſelf, then ace cicover thee 
moſt plainly. - | 

As the tulip chat i is caudy without 
ſmell ; conſpicuous without uſe; fo is 
the man who ſetteth himſelf up on 
high, and hath not merit. 

The heart of the vain is troubled 
while it ſeemeth content: his cares are 
greater than his pleaſures. 

- His ſollicitude cannot reſt with his 
bones: the grave is not deep enough to 
hide it: he extendeth his thoughts be- 
yond his being: he beſpeaketh praiſe 
to be paid when he is gone: but whoſo 
promiſeth it deceiveth him. 

As the man who engageth-his wife to 
remain in widowhood that ſhe diſturb 

CLALIY | '- 1 not 
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not his ſoul; ſo is he that expecteth 
that praiſe ſhall reach his ears beneath 
the earth; or cheriſh. his heart in its 
ſhroud. 

'Do well while thou liveſt ; but re-- 
gard not what is ſaid of it: Content 
thyſelf with deſerving praiſe, and thy 
poſterity ſhall rejoice in hearing it. 

As the butterfly who ſeeth not her 
own colours; as the jeſſamine which 
teeleth not the ſcent it caſteth around 
it, fo is the mam who appeareth gay, 
and biddeth others to take note of it. 

To what purpoſe, faith he, is my 
veſture of gold, to what end are my 
e I tables filled with dainties, if no eye 
gaze upon them? if the world know 
it not; give thy raiment to the naked; 
ad thy food unto the hungry; fo ſhalc 
ou be praiſed ; and feel that thou de- 
lc erveſt it. | 

Why beſtoweſt thou on every man 
the flattery of unmeaning words? thou. 
knoweſt when returned thee thou re- 
gardeſt it not. He knoweth he lieth 

B 6 unto 


(2) „ 
unto. thee.: yet he knoweth thou wilt 
thank him for it. Speak in ſincerity, 
and thou ſhalt hear with inſtruction. 

The vain delighteth to ſpeak of him- 
ſelf ; hut he ſeeth not that others like 
not to hear him. 

If he hath done any thing worthy 
praiſe z if he poſſeſs that which is wor- 
thy admiration ; his joy is to proclaim 
it; his pride is to hear it reported: the 
deſire of ſuch a man defeateth itſelf : 
men ſay not, behold, he hath done it; 

or ſee he poſſeſſeth it 3 but mark how 
proud he is of it. | 

The heart, of man cannot attend at 
once to many things: he who fixeth 
his ſoul on ſnew, loſeth reality: he pur- 
ſueth bubbles which break in their 
flight, while he treads to earth what 
would do him honour, 
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CHAPTER Wn 
| InCover anc: 
TATURE ur ths ches 6 b incon- 
ſtancy, O Mant therefore guard 


thyſelf at all times againſt it. 
Thou art from the. womb of thy 


the loins of thy father inheriteſt thou 
inſtability : — then halt thou be 
firm. 
Thoſe who gave thee a body the 


| niſh'd it with weakneſs ; z but he who. 
| gave thee a ſoul, arm'd thee with re- 


ſolution : employ it and thou art wiſe : 
be wiſe and thou art happy. 


. Let him who doeth well, beware 


how he boaſteth of it: for e is it 
of his own will. 

Is it not the event of an impulſe 
from without: born of uncertainty; 


enforced by accident; dependent on 
ſome- 


mother various and wavering; from 
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ſomewhat elſe? to theſe then, and to 
accident is due the praiſe: 

Beware of irreſolution in the intent 
of thy actions; beware. of inſtability 
in the execution; ſo ſhalt thou triumph 
over two great failings of thy nature. 

. What reproacheth reaſon more than 
to act contrarieties ? what can ſuppreſs 
the tendencies t to theſe, but ec 
of mind. 


TS 


. The Inconſtant feeleth that he chan- 
geth, but he knoweth not why ; he 


ſeeth that he eſcapeth from himſelf, 


but he perceiveth not how: be thou 


incapable of change in that which is 
right; and men will rely upon thee. 
Eſtabliſh unto thyſelf principles of 


action; and ſee that thou ever act ac- 


cording to them. 
Firſt know that thy principles are 


juſt; and then be thou inflexible i in the 


path of them. 


So ſhall thy paſſions. have no rule 


over thee: ſo al thy conſtancy en- 
| : ure 


=— 2 
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* unto thee the good thou poſſeſſeſt; 
and drive from thy door misfortune: 


anxiety, and diſappointment ſhall be 


ſtrangers to thy gates. 
Suſpect not evil in any one, until 


thou ſeeſt it: when thou ſeeſt it, for- 


get it not. 


Whoſo hath been an enemy, cannot 
be a friend; for man mendeth not of 


his faults. 
How ſhould his actions be eighe; 


who hath no rule of life? nothing can 
be juſt which proceedeth not "oa | 


reaſon. 


The Inconſtant hath no peace in his 
ſoul; neither can any be at eaſe whom 


he concerneth himſelf with. 
His life is unequal : his motions are 


irregular: his ſoul changeth with the 


weather, 


To- day he loveth thee; to-morrow 1 


thou art deteſted by him : and- why 


himſelf knoweth not wherefore he lov- 


| ei, or wherefore he now hateth. 
. o- day 


8 
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(32) | 
Io - day he is the tyrant; to-morrow 
thy ſervant is leſs humble: and why ? 
he who is arrogant without power, will 
be ſervile where there is no ſubjection. 

To- day he is profuſe; to-morrow 
he grudgeth unto his mouth that which 
it ſnould eat: thus it is with him that 
knoweth not moderation. 

Who ſhall ſay of the camelion he 
is black, when the moment after the 
verdure of the graſs overſpreadeth 
him? 

Who ſhall: ag. of the Inconſtant he 
is joyful, when his next breath. ſhall 
be ſpent in ſighing? 

What is the life of ſuch a man but 
the phantom of a dream? in the morn- 
ing he riſeth happy; at noon he is on 
the rack: this hour he is a god; the 
next below a worm : one moment he 
laugheth; the next he weepeth: he 
now willeth; in an inſtant he willeth 
not; and in another he knoweth not 
whether he willeth or no. 


Jet 
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Yet neither eaſe nor pain have fixed 
themſelves on him; neither is he waxed 
greater, or become leſs ; neither hath 
he had cauſe for laughter, nor reaſon 
for his ſorrow: therefore ſhall none of 
pas abide with him. 

The happineſs of the Inconſtant is 
as a palace built on the ſurface of the 
ſand; the blowing of the wind carrieth 
away its foundation: what wonder then 


that it falleth 


But what exalted form is this, that 
hither ward directs its even, its unin- 
terrupted courſe; whoſe foot is on the 
earth, whoſe head above the clouds. 

On his brow ſitteth majeſty; ſteadi- 
neſs is in his port; and in his heart 
reigneth tranquility. 

Tho? obſtacles appear in the way: 
he deigneth not to look down upon 
them: tho? heaven and earth oppoſe 


his paſſage, he proceedeth. 
The mouse ſink beneath his 
tread: 


* 
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tread: the waters of the ocean are 
dried up under the ſole of his foot. 

The tyger throweth herſelf acroſs 
his way in vain ; the ſpots of the leo- 
pard glow againſt him unregarded. 

He marcheth through the embattled 
legions: with his hand he putteth aſide 
the terrors of death. EY | 

Storms roar againſt his ſhoulders, 
but are not able to ſhake them: the 
thunder burſteth over his head in vain; 
the lightning ſerveth but to _— the 
glories of his countenance, - 


His name is'Reſolution / Ne cometh 
from the utmoſt part of the earth: he 


ſeeth happineſs afar off before him; 
his eye diſcovereth her/temple beyond 
the limits of the Pole. 

He walketh up to it; he entereth 
dee ; and he remaineth than for ever. 


. Eftabliſh thy heart, O man! in that 


which i is right, and then know the great 


eſt of * praiſe is to be immutable. 
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CHAPTER lll. 
WEAKNESS: 


AIN and inconſtant as thou art, 

O child of imperfection! how 
canſt thou but be weak; is not incon- 
ſtancy connected with trailty ? can there 
be vanity without infirmity ? Avoid the 
danger of the one; and thou ſhalt eſ- 

cape the miſchiefs of the other. 

Wherein art thou moſt weak? in 
that wherein thou ſeemeſt moſt ſtrong : 
in that wherein moſt- thou glorieſt : 
even in poſſeſſing the things which thou 
haſt; in uſing the good that is about 
Are not thy deſires alſo frail ? or 
knoweſt thou even what it is thou 
wouldſt wiſh ? when thou haſt obtain-- 
ed what moſt thou ſoughteſt after, be- 
hold it contenteth thee not. 

Wherefore loſeth the pleaſure that is 
before thee its reliſh? and why appear- 
eth 


eth that which is yet to come, the 


(961): 


ſweeter ? - becauſe thou art wearied with 
the good of this, becauſe thou knoweſt 
not the evil of that which is not with 
thee. Know that to be content 2 to 


| be happy. 


Couldſt thou chuſe 15 thy el ; e 


thy creator lay before thee all that thine 
heart could aſk for; would happineſs 


then remain with thee ? or would joy 
dwell always in thy gates? _ 
Alas ! thy weakneſs forbiddeth it! 
thy infirmity declareth againſt it. Va- 
riety is to thee in the place of pleaſure; 
but that which permanently delighteth, 
muſt be permanent. 
Whea it is gone thou repenteſt the 


loſk of it; tho? while it was with thee 


thou deſpiſeft i it. 
That which 3 it, hath no 


mog pleaſure for.thee 3 and thou alter- 


wards quarrelleſt with thyſelf for pre- 
ferring it : behold the only circumſtance 
in which thou erreſt not. 


'y 
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Abthere any thing in which thy weak - 
neſs appeareth more than in defiring 
things: it is in the poſſeſſing, and in 
the uſing them. | 

Good things ceaſe to be good in our 
enjoyment of them : what nature meant 
pure ſweets are ſources of bitterneſs to 
us: from our delights ariſe pain: from 
our joys ſorrow. 

Be moderate in the enjoyment; and 
it ſhall remain in thy poſſeſſion : let thy 
joy be founded on reaſon; and to its 
end ſhall ſorrow be a ſtranger. 

The delights of love are uſhered in 
by ſighs, and they terminate in languiſh- 
ment and dejection : the object thou 
burnedſt for nauſeates with ſatiety; and 
no ſooner hadſt thou poſſeſſed it but 
thou wert weary of its preſence. 


Join eſteem to thy admiration ; unite + 


friendſhip with thy love: ſo ſhalt thou 
find in the end, content ſo abſolute, 
that it ſurpaſſeth raptures : tranquility 
more worth than extaſy. 

God 
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God hath given thee no good with- 
| out its admixture of evil: but he hath 
given thee alſo the means of throwing 
off the evil from it. 

As joy is not without its allay of pain, 
ſo neither is ſorrow without its portion 
of pleaſure. Joy and grief tho? unlike 
are united: our own choice only can 
give them to us entire. 


Melancholy itſelf often giveth de- 


light: and the extremity. of joy is 
mingled with tears. 

Ihe beſt things in the hands of a fool 
may be turned to his deſtruction: and 
out of the worſt the wiſe will nd the 
means of good. 


80 blended is ; weakneſs in thy 
nature, O man! that thou haſt not 
ſtrength either to, be good or to be evil 
entirely: rejoice that thou can'ſt not ex- 
cel in evil: and let the good: that is 
within thy reach content thee. 

The virtues are allotted to various 
Nations: ſeek not after impoſſibilities, 
nor 
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nor grieve that thou canſt not poſſeſs 
them all. 

Wouldſt thou at once have the libe- 
lity of the rich, and the contentment. 
of the poor? or ſhould the wife of thy 
5 be deſpiſed becauſe ſhe ſheweth 
not the virtues of the widow ? 

If thy father fink before thee in the 
divifions of thy country, can at once 
thy Juſtice deftroy him, and * duty 
ſave his life? s 

If thou behold thy brother in the 
agonies of a ſlow death, is it not mercy = 
to put a period to his life? and is it 4 


not alſo death to be his murderer ? | | 1 

Truth is but one; thy doubts are of 1 
thine own raiſing :. he who made vir- 144 
tues what they are, planted alſo in thee pl q | 
a knowledge of their pre-eminence; i | lr 
act as thy ſoul dictates to thee; and 1 4 
the end ſhall be always right, | 


(40). 
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_ CHAPTER IV. 


& the nge of KNOW. 


LEDGE. 


F FP is any thing lovely; if there 


is any thing deſirable ; if there is 
any thing within. the reach of man 
that is worthy of praiſe, is it not know 
ledge? and yet who is it that atzgineth 


- Unto it? 


The gs” 3 that he 
hath it: the ruler of the people claim- 
eth the praiſe of it: but findeth the 


ſubject that he poſſeſſeth it? 


Evil is not requiſite to man; neither 
can vice be neceſſary to be tolerated : 
yet how many evils are permitted by 
the connivance of the laws? how many 


crimes committed by the decrees of rhe 


council? 

But be wiſe, O ruler! and learn O 
thou that art to command the nations! 
one crime authoriſed by thee is worſe 

than 


(4) 
than the. eſcape of ten from Haller 
ment. 

When thy people are numerous; 3 
when thy ſons encreaſe about thy table, 
ſendeſt thou them not out to ſlay the 
inndcent; and to fall before the ſword 
of him whom they have not offended? 

If the object of thy deſires demand; 
eth the lives of a thouſand fayeſt thou 
not I will have it? ſurely ow forget; 
teſt that he who created thee, created 
alſo theſe z and that their n! is * 
nich as thine. | Wh 


Sayeſt thou that raftice cannot ' be 
executed without wrong? ſurely thine 
own words. candemn. thee.  . 

Thou who flattereſt with, falſe hapes 
the criminal that he may confeſs his 
guilt; art not thou unto him a crimi- 
nat ? or is thy guilt. the leſs becauſe = 
cannot puniſh it 
When thou commandeſt ti the tor» 
we him who is. by — af ill: 


[ 


anguiſh hath cauſed: ae to ac- 


thou deſtroyeſt him innocent. 


(42) 
dareſt thou to remember, that thou 
—_ wrack the innocent? | 

Is "thy purpoſe” anſwered by the 
event? is thy ſoul fatisfied with his 


conſeſſion? pain will enforce him to 


fay what is not, as cafy as what is; and 


Ong here, ©! 74 
That thou mayft not kill him with- 1 


5 a thou doſt worſe than kill him: 


chat thou mayſt prove if he be guilty, 


O blindneſs to all truth! O inſuffi- 
ciency of the wiſdom of the wiſe: 
know: when thy judge ſhall bid thee 
account for this, thou ſhalt wiſh ten 
thouſand guilty to have gone free, ra- 
ther than one innocent en, « to o fand 
forth n thee, „ a 21.0 


| Taſufficient as 96358 art to * main- 
tenance of juſtice, how ſhalt thou ar- 
rive at the knowledge of truth? how 
ſhalt thou aſcend to the * of her 
throne? As 


As the owl is blinded by the radi- 


(43) 


ance. of the ſun, ſo ſhall the bright 
neſs of her countenance a 550 in 
thy approaches. 

If thou wouldſt mount up into "a 
throne, firſt bow thyſelf at her foot 


ſtool: if thou wouldſt arrive at the _ 
knowledge of her; firſt Inform * 


ſelf of thine own ignorance. 

More worth is ſhe than SP tm 
fore. ſeek. her carefully; the emerald, 
and the ſapphire, and the ruby are as 


dirt beneath her feet; therefore en | 


her manfully. J . 
The way to her is labour ; attention 
is ache pilot that muſt conduct thee into 
her ports: but weary not.in the way; 
for when thou art arrived at her, the 
toil ſhall be to thee for pleaſure. -. 
Say not unto thyſelf, . behold truth 
breedeth hatred, and I will avoid it: 
difimulation raiſeth friends, and I will 
follow it: are not the enemies made 


by truth better than the friends m—_ 
ed 1 flattery? b 


1 
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Naturally doth man deſire the truth, 
yet when it is before him, he will not 
apprehend it: and if it force itſelf up- 
on him, is he not offended at it? 
The fault is not in truth, for that is 


__ amiable : but the weakneſs: of man 


' neſs; to ſhew thee that from heaven 


beareth not its ſplendor. | 

- -{/Would'{t thou ſee thine inſufficiency 
more plainly : view thyſelf at thy de- 
votions ! to what end was religion in- 
ſtituted, but to teach thee thine infir- 
mities; to remind thee of thy weak- 


alone thou art to hope for goodꝰ 
Doth it not remind thee that thou 
art duſt? doth it not tell thee that thou 
art aſhes? and behold ne is 
it not built on frailty ? | 

When thou! giveſt an oath; Gben 
thou ſweareſt thou wilt not deceive; 
behold it ſpreadeth ſhame upon thy 
face, and upon the face of him that 
receiveth it: learn to be juſt, and re- 
Pentance may be forgotten: learn to 
be honeſt, and * are unneceſſary. 
1387 3. 3 | Thi 
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| The ſhorter follies are the better: 


fay not therefore to thyſelf 1 will not 
play the fool by halves. 

He that heareth his own faults with 
patience, | nn reprove another with 
boldneſs. 81 

He that GR a denial with reaſon; 
mal ſuffer a repulſe with moderation. 

If chou art ſuſpected; anſwer with 
freedom: whom ſhould ſuſpicion af- 
fright except the guilty. 

The tender of heart is turned Gia 
his: purpoſe by ſupplications z the 
proud is rendered more obſtinate by. 
entreaty : the ſenſe of thine inſuffici- 
ency commandeth- thee to hear; but 
to be juſt, thou muſt hear Wu 


thy paſſions, 


(46:) 


CHAPTER 3, 78520 
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EE B LE ah inſufficient as thou 
| art, O man! in good; frail and 
inconſtint as thou art in pleaſure; yet 
is there a thing in which thou art ſtrong 
and unſhaken: its name is miſery. 
It is the character of thy being; the 
tive of thy nature: in thy breaſt 
alone it reſideth; without thee there is 
nothing of it: and behold what is its 
fouree, but thine on paſſions ?* 
He who gave thee theſe, gave thee 
alſo reaſon to ſubdue them z exert it 3 
and thou ſhalt trample them under thy 
feet. 
Thine entrance into the ward, is it 
not ſhameful? thy deſtruction, is it not 


glorious? lo! men adorn the inſtru- 


ments of death with gold, and gems ; 
and wear them above their garments. 


He 


(47) | 

He who begetteth a man hideth his 
face : but he who killeth a thouſand is 
honoured. 

Know thou notwithſtanding that in 
this is error: cuſtom cannot alter the 
nature of truth; neither can the opini 
of man deftroy juſtice : the glory a 
the ſhame are miſplaced. 

There is but one-way for man to be. 
produced: there are a thouſand by 
which he may be deſtroyed. 

There is no praiſe, or honour to him . 
who giveth being to another; but tri- 
umphs and empire are the rewards of 
murder. 

Vet he who hath many children hath 
as many bleſſings: and he who hath 
taken away the life of another; ſhall 
not enjoy his own. 
While the ſavage curſeth the birth of 
5 his ſon ; and bleſſeth the death of his 


father; doth he not call himſelf a a mon- 
ſter? 


C4 Enough 


1 


e 


EW 
Enough of evil is allotted unto man; 
| but he maketh it more while he lament- 
eth i it. 
The greateſt of all human ills is ſor- 
row: too much of this thou art born 


unto; add not unto it by thine own 
perverſeneſs. 1 


Grief is natural to thee; add is al- 


ways about thee; pleaſure is a ſtranger, 


and viſiteth thee but by times: uſe well 


thy reaſon, and forrow ſhall be caſt be- 


hind thee: be prudent, and the viſits 


of joy ſhall remain long with thee. 
Every. part of thy frame is capable 


of ſorrow: but few and narrow are the 


paths that lead to delight. 
Pleaſures can be admitted only ſim- 
ply 3 but pains ruſh in A thouſand at a 


ime. 
As the blaze of ſtraw fadeth as ſoon 


as it is kindled; ſo paſſeth away the 


brightneſs of joy, and thou powell 


not what is become it. 


Sorrow 


014%) 
Sorrow is frequent: pleaſure: is rare: 
pain cometh. of itſelf; delight muſt be 
purchaſed : grief is unmixed; hut Joy 
wanteth not its allay of on 
coined than the lighteſt malady , Hh the. 
higheſt joy touches. us leſs deep, 0 
the ſmalleſt ſorro w-. 

We are in love with anguiſh ; we 
often fly from pleaſure : when we pur- 
chaſe it, coſteth it not more than it is, 
worth? - 

Reflection i is the bung of 1 man: a 
ſenſe of his ſtate is. his firſt duty: * 
who remembreth himſelf in joy ? is it 
not in. mercy then that ſorrow is allot- 
ted unto us? | 

Man foreſeeth the evil that is to 


come: herememberethit when it is paſt; 


he conſidereth not that the thought of 
affliction woundeth deeper than the af- 
fiction itſelf : think not of thy pain but 
when it is upon thee, and thou ſhalt 
avoid what moſt would hurt thee, 
Ext" C5 He 
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He who weepeth before he needeth, 
weepeth' more than he needeth: and 
why ? but that he loveth weeping. 

The ſtag weepeth not till the ſpear is 
lifted up againſt him: nor do the tears 
of the beaver fall till the hound is ready 
to ſeize. him: man anticipateth death 
by the apprehenſion of it; and the fear 
is greater miſery, than the event itſelf. 

Be always prepared to give an ac- 
count of thine actions, and the beſt 


death is that N is leaſt premedi- 
EE: 


P. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
Oo JUDGMENT. 


\HE greateſt bounties given to 


py is he who miſapplyeth them not. 

As the torrent that rolleth down the 
mountains, deſtroyeth all that is borne 
away by it; ſo doth common opinion 


overwhelm „ in him who ſubmit-- 


teth to it, without ſaying What is thy 
foundation? 

See that what thou receiveſt as truth 
be not the ſhadow of it : what thou ac- 
knowledgeſt as convincing is often but 
plauſible : be firm; be conſtant ; de- 
termine for thyſelf: ſo ſhalt thou be 
anſwerable only for thing own weak- 
neſs, 


Say not that the event proveth the 
wiſdom of the action: remember man 
is not above the reach of accidents. 

C 6 Con; 


man are judgment and will: hap- 
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(53 )/* 
Condemn not the judgment of an- 
other, becauſe it differeth from thine 
own, may not even both be: in an 
error ? 

When thou eſteemeſt a man for his 
titles, and conte mneſt the ſtranger be- 
cauſe he wanteth them ; judgeſt thou 
not of the camel by his bridle? 

Think not thou art revenged of thine 


| enemy when thou flayeſt him: thou 


puttelt him beyond thy reach; thou 
giveſt him quiet; and thou takeſt from 
thyſelf all means of hurting him. 
Was thy mother incontinent, and 

grieveth it e to be told of ĩt? is frail- 
ty in thy wife, and art thou pained at 
the reproach of it? he who deſpiſeth 
thee for it condemneth himſelf: art thou 
anſwerable for the vices of another ? 

- Diſregard not a jewel becauſe thou 
poſſeſſeſt it: neither enhance thou the 
value of a thing becauſe it is another's : 


poſſeſſion to the wiſe addeth to the price 


| of it, | 


Honour 


4: 4 

* Honour not thy wife the leſs beetle 
ſhe is in thy power: and deſpiſe him 
that hath ſaid wouldſt thou love her 
leſs? marry her! what hath put her into 
thy power, but her confidence in thy 
virtue? ſhouldſt thou love her leſs for 
being more obliged to her? | 

If thou wert juſt in thy courtſhip of 
hers tho* thou neglecteſt her while thou 
haſt her, yet ſhall her loſs be bitter to 
thy n 

He who thinketh another beſt only 
becauſe he poſſeſſeth her; if he be not 
wiſer than thee, at leaſt he is more 


— 


| Weigh n not the loſs thy friend hath 
ſuffered by the tears he ſheddeth for it; 
the greateſt griefs are above _— ex- 
preſſions of them. 

Eſteem not an action Wbt it is 
done with noiſe and pomp: the nobleſt 
foul is that which doth great things, 
and is not moved in the doing them. 


Fame 


* 


bs (* 54 )- 
- Fame aſtoniſheth. the ear of him who 
beareth it 3 but tranquility rejoiceth the 
heart that is poſſeſſed of it. 

Attribute not the good actions of an- 
other. ta-bad cauſes; - thou canſt not 
know his heart 5 but the world will 
Know by this that thine is full of envy. 

There is not in hypocriſy more vice, 
than folly: to be hogdel nd as to 
ſeem ſo. 
Be more f to acknowledge a be- 
nefit, than to revenge an injury; ſo 
ſnalt thou have more benefits than in- 
juries done unto thee. 

Be more ready to love chan to bas: 

. To ſhalt thou be Joved by more. than 
Be willing to 3 wh be flow 
to cenſure; ſa ſhall praiſe. be upon thy 
virtues, and the eye of enmity ſhall be 
blind to thy imperfections. 

When thou doſt good, do it becauſe 
i is good; not becauſe men eſteem it: 
when thou avoideſt evil, fly it becauſe 
it is evil; not becauſe men ſpeak againſt 
$1232 it: 


46: | 75 BR 
it: be honeſt for love of honeſty, and 
chou ſhalt be uniformly ſo: he that doth 
it without principle is'wavering. 
-Wiſh rather to reprove by the wiſe, 
than to be applauded by him who hath 
no underſtanding: when they tell thee 
of a fault, they ſuppoſe thou canſt 
improve; the other when he praiſeth 
thee thinketh thee like unto himſelf. 
Accept not an office for which thou 
art not qualified leſt he who knoweth 
more of it deſpiſe thee. 

Inſtruct not another in that wherein 

- thyſelf art ignorant; when he ſeeth | ir 
he will upbraid R 

Expect not a friendſhip with him who 
hath injured thee: he who ſuffereth the 
wrong may forgive it; but he who doeth 
it never will be well with him. 

Lay not too great obligations on him 
thou wiſheſt thy friend; behold! the 
ſenſe of them will drive him from thee: 
a little benefit alienateth friendſhip ; a 
4 one maketh an enemy. 

Nevertheleſs oc is not in the 
nature 


( (56). 

nature of man; neither is his anger ir- 
reconcileable: he hateth to be put in 
mind of a debt he cannot pay: he is 
aſhamed in the 1 of bim whom 
he hüt inge MEAS 

Repine not at the good ne, ; 
neither 'rejoice thou in — evil that be- 
falleth thine enemy: wiſheſt thou that 
others ſhould do thus by the??? 
Wouldſt thou enjoy the good will of 
all men; let thine own benevolence be it 
univerſal, If thou obtaineſt it not by 
this, no other means could give it thee : 
and know tho” thot haſt it not; thou 
haſt the greater pleaſure Gf having et 
e a unn | 
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CHAPTER, Vll. Wd 


PRESUMPTION: | 


RIDE and enen 1 incom- 
patible; but man reconcileth con- 
trarieties: he is at once the moſt miſe- 
rable and the moſt arrogant a all 
creatures. 

Preſumption is che bane of ink 3 
it is the nurſe of error; yet is it con- 
genial with reaſon in us. 5 

Wha is there that judgeth not ei- 
ther too highly of himſelf; or think - 
eth too meanly of others? 9 

Our Creator | himſelf eſcapeth not 
our preſumption: how then ſhall we 
be ſafe from one another? h 

Whar is the origin of ſuperſtition ? 
and hence ariſeth falſe worſhip? from 
our preſuming to reaſon about what is. 
above our reach; to comprehend what 
is incomprehenſible. 

Limited and weak as our under-. 

C andings are, we employ not even their 
little 
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(58) 
little forces as we ought's We ſoar not 
high enough in our approaches to God's 
greatneſs ; we give not wing enough 


| do our ideas, when we enter into _ 


adoration of divinity: © 


Man who fears to W a whiſper 
againft his carthly ſovereign, trembles 
not to arraign the diſpenſations of his 


God: he forgetteth his, majeſty, and 
rejudgeth his judgments. Eu 


He who dareth not repeat che name 


of his prince without honour; yet 
bluſheth not to cali that r 27 n 
to be witneſs to a lye. . 

He who would hear e of 
the magiſtrate with ſilenee ; yet dareth 
to plead with the Eternal: he attempt- 


eth to ſooth him with intreaties: to 


flatter him with promiſes; to agree with 
him upon conditions; nay to brave 
and murmur at him if his ext is 

Why art thou onpuniſhed, 0 man, 
in thy impiety ! but that this is not 
thy day of retribution, | 


Be 


(3) 

e ubt lite unto "thoſe who fi ght mn 
with the thunder, nor dare thou 808. = | | 
ny thy creator thy prayers becauſe he vi 
chaſtiſeth thee: thy madneſs is on thine. 11 
own head in this: _— N hurteth 
no one but thyſelf. 0 1 

Why boaſteth man ehbv he is the ſa." |! 
If vourire- of his maker; yet neglecteth 1 

to pay his thanks, his adorations for it ?- 
how ſoiteth ſuch a life ag a nnn 
haughte 77D) 
Man, e uche bits Wr tn 
the wide expanſe, believeth the whole 
earth and heaven created for him: he 
thinketh the whole frame of nature 
hath intereſt in his well being. 

As the fool, while the images trem- 
ble on the boſom of the water, think - 
eth that trees, towns, and the wide ho- 
rixon are dancing to do him pleaſure + 
ſo man while nature performs her de - 
ſtin'd/courſe, believes that all her mo- 
tions are but to entertain his eye. 
While he courts the rays of the ſun 
to warm _ he ſuppoſeth it made 

only 


* 
- 


(- 60 5 

* to be of uſe to him; while he 
traceth the moon in her nightly path; 
he believeth ſhe, was created mo him 
pleaſure, nn 
Fool to thine own pride be hom. 
ble] know thou art not the cauſe, why 
the world holdeth its courſe: for thee 
are not mace the viciſſitudes mc: 
and winter. 

No change would follow if thy whole 
race exiſted not: thou art but one a- 
mong millions that are bleſſed in it. 

Exalt not thyſelf to the heavens, for 
10 the angels are above thee; nor 


earth, forakes — — thee : 
A 


hand ? 


Thos who art. happy brcks: mercy 


of- thy Creator, how dareſt thou in 


wantonneſs put others of his creatures 
to torture? n chat * return not 
upon thee. 

Serve they Le ak Go el 
maſter with | thee ? hath he not ap- 


Vio pointed 


1 
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_ 
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ed 


(6) 


pointed unto esch its laws ? bath he 


not care of their preſervation ? and da- 
reſt thou to infringe it? aac 
Set not thy judgment above that of 
al the eatth: neither condemn as falſe- 
hood what agreeth not with thine own 
apprehenfion: who gave thee the pow- 
er of determining for others? or who 
took from the world the right of 
choice? e 
How many things "A been reject- 
ed 'which now are p IRE as truths ? 
how many now received as truths ſhall 
in their turn be deſpiſed? of what 
then can man be certain? 
Do the good that thou knoweſt, and 
ha appineſs ſhall be unto thee: virtue is 
more thy buſineſs here than wildom. 
Truth and fal ſehood, have they not 
the ſame appearance in what we under- 
ſtand not? what then but our preſump- 
tion can determine between them? 
We eaſily believe what is above our 
comprehenſion : or we are proud to 
„ | It that it may appear we un- 
derſtand 


| ( 62 ) 
derſtand i it: is not this folly and arro- 


es « 

Who is it that affirms moſt boldly ? 
who is it that holds his opinion moſt 
obſtinately ? even he who hath mot 
ignorance ; for he alſo. hath moſt pride. 

Every man when he layeth hold of 
an opinion deſireth to remain in it; but 
moſt of all he who hath moſt preſump- 
tion; he contenteth not himſelf to be- 
tray his own ſoul into it, but he will 
_ impoſe it on others to believe in it 
alſo. 
Say not that truth is eſtabliſhed by 
years, or that in a multitude of be⸗ 
lievers there is certainty. _ 

One human propoſition hath as much 
authority as another, if reaſon maketh 
not the difference. 15 | 
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27 CHAPTER I, 
\COYETOUSNESS. ; 


I1CHES are not worthy a firong 
attention; therefore an earneſt 


care of obtaining them is unjuſtifiable. 

The deſire of what man calleth good; 
the joy he taketh in poſſeſſing it; is 
grounded only in opinion: take not up 
that from the vulgar: examine the 
worth of things thyſelf, and thou ** 
not be covetous. 

An immoderate deſire of i is a 
poiſon lodged in the ſoul; it contami- 
nates and deſtroys every thing that was 
good in it; it is no ſooner rooted there, 
than all virtue, all honeſty, all natural 
affection fly before the face of it. 

The covetous would ſell his children 
for gold: his parent might die ere he 
would open his coffer: nay he conſi- 
dereth not himſelf op reſpect of it Lip 
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Whoſo feareth not poverty as the 


the avoiding of it. 
Thou fool; is not virtue more worth 


e 10 gi dg i 


| earth, as unworthy to be ſeen falver 


(.66 ) 


the ſearch of er he maketh him- 
Mel: unhappy. -. By 8 1 


As the man hs ſelleth his houſe to 


3 purchaſe omaments for the embelliſh- 
ment of it; even ſo is he who giveth 


up peace in the ſearch of riches, in hope 3 


he may be happy in enjoying them. 


Where covetouſneſs reigneth, know 


| that the ſoul is poor. Whoſo: account- 
eth not riches the principal good of 


man; will not throw away all other 
goods in the purſuit of them. \ 


greateſt evil of his nature; will not 
purchaſe to himſelf all other "evils in 


than riches ? is not guilt more baſe 
than poverty: ? enough for his neceſſities 
is in the power of every man: be con- 
tent with it; and thy happineſs ſhall 
ſmile at the ſorrows of ee heap- 


Nature bath hid gold beagath: the 
2 ah 


(690); 
hath ſhe placed where thou trampleſt 
it under thy feet: meaneth ſnie not by 
this to inform thee,” that gold is not 
worthy thy regard ne lilver is * 
neath thy notice?̃ ip 70 
«3 Cavetouſnels - | ducidehi under the 
ground millions of wretchesz thefe-dig 
for their hard maſters what returneth 
the injury; what maketh them bre 

miſerable than their ſave. 
T The earth is barren of good an 
where ſhe hourdeth up treaſure: where 
gold is in her bowels, 2 
groweth. 
As. the horſe findeth. not abs 
' graſs, nor the mule his provender ; as 
the fields of corn laugh not on the ſides 
oßethe hills; as the olive holdeth not 
forth there her fruits, nor the vine her 
cluſters ; even ſo no good dwelleth in 
the breaſt of . broodeth 
over his treaſurr e 
1 Riches 8 the wiſe but 
they are e nk over the ſoul of the 
fool, | opp 32! elompyet | 
SAHD D 3 333 


(1685). 
be covetous ſerveth his; gold it 
ſerveth not him: be poſſeſſeth his 
wealth as the ſick doth a fever; it 
burneth and tortureth him, and wi 
not quit him unto death. © 
Hat not gold deſtroyed ave 
of millions ? did it ever add 70 che 
goodneſs of any 5 
p 
of men? wherefore then ſhouldſt thoude- 
| fireto be diſtinguiſhed by poſſeſſing ir? 
Have not the wiſeſt been thoſe who 
have bad lest of it? and is net * 
dom happinels f M. en 
Have not the worſt of ty el 
ſaſſed the greateſt portions of it? and 


——ů 


Faverty wanteth many things : but 
couetouſneſs deniethꝭ itielf all 
The covetouscan begood to no man; 
but he is to none ſo crue as to himſelf. 
Be induſtrious to procure gold; and | 
be genetous in the daipoſal-of it: man 


4 4 | 
PROFUSION.. 


Ir there be a vice - greater "my the 
. hoarding up of riches; it is the em- 
ploying them to uſeleſs purpoſes. 
Hie that prodigally laviſheth that 

which he hath to ſpare, robbeth the 
poor of what nature e bim a right 

unto. | | | 
He who trader away bis trea- 
ſure refuſeth the means to do good: 
he denieth himſelf the practice of vir- 
tues whoſe reward is in their hand; 
whoſe end is no other than his own n hap- 
pineſs. 0 

It is more difficult to > be n with 

riches, than to be at eaſe under the 
want of them: man governeth himſelf 
much eaſier in poverty than in abun- 
dance. 
Poverty requireth but one virtue, 
patience, to ſupport it: the rich if he 
D 3 have 


„ 
have not charity, temperance, pru- 
dence, and many more, is guilty. 

The poor hath only the good: of his 
own ſtate committed unto him; the 
rich is entruſted with the venue of 

thouſands. , x | 
He that Need away bis treat 
_ wifely, giveth away his plagues, He 
that retaineth rhelr dome, 2 
up ſorrows. 07 WA WRY 07 
__ -*Refife not w be Amngtv that 
which he wanteth; deny not unto thy 
brother that which thou unte t thyſelf, 
: "Know there is more delight in being 
withoot"what thou haſt given than in 


n hovers thou un 


den le ale k. 
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CHAPTER IIL 
"REVENGE 


HE root of revenge is in the 

... weakneſs of the ſoul : the wb 
abject and timorous, are mg: moſt a 
dicted to it. 4 000 

Who torture thoſe they hate, but 
cowards ?. who. Wren, thoſe they, 0 
but women? | 

The feeling an Jqjury muſt be pre- 
vious 49. the tevenging it; hut the no- 
ble mind diſdaineth to ſay it hurts me. 

f the injury is not below thy notice, 
he that doth it unto thee in that maketh 
himſelf ſo: wouldſt thou enter * liſts 
with thine inferior? 

Diſdain the man who attempteth te to 
wrong thee: contemn him who would 
give thee diſquiet. 

In this thou not only preſerveſt thine 
own. peace, but thou inflicteſt all the 

| D 4 puniſh- 


(72 6 
puniſhment of revenge, without ſtoop- 
ing to employ it againſt him. 

As the tempeſt — the thunder affect 
not the ſun or the ſtars, but ſpend their 
fury on ſtones and trees below; ſo in- 
juries aſcend not to the ſouls of the 
great, but waſte themſelves on ſuch as 
are thoſe who offer them. 


venge ; greatneſs of ſoul deſpiſeth the 
offence z nay it doth good unto him 
who intended to have diſturbed it. 

Why ſeekeſt thou vengeance, O 
man! with what purpoſe is it that thou 
purſueſt it? thinkeſt thou to pain thine 


eſt its greateſt torment. 
h Revenge gnaweth the heart of bim 
who is infected with it; while he a- 
* . it is mme e 
It is * in the anguiſh it inflicts; 
therefore nature intended it not for thee : 
needeth he who is injured, more pain? 
| | 2 | or 


Poorneſs of ſpirit will aQtuate te- 


adverfary by it? know that cer _ | 


F 8 
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| ( 74 ) 
or ought he to add force to the afflic- 
tion which another hath caſt upon him? 
The man who meditateth revenge is 
| not content with the- miſchief he hath 
received. He added to his anguiſh the 
puniſhment due unto another; while he 
whom); he ſeeketh to hurt, goeth his 
way laughing: he maketh himſelf. mer- 
ry at this addition to his miſery. 
Revenge is painful in the iments ng | 
it is dangerous in the execution: ſeldom. 
doth the ax fall where he who lifted it 
up intended; and lo! he remember- 
eth not that it muſt recoil againſt him. 
Whilſt the revengeful ſeeketh hig 
enemy's hurt, he often times procureth 
his on deſtruction : while he. auneth. 
at one of the eyes of his adverſary, lol 
he putteth out both his W. 
If he attain not his end, he lament- 
eth it: if he ſueceed he repenteth of it. 
The fear of juſtice taketh away the 
peace of his on ſoulʒ the care to hide 
him from it, deſtroyeth that of his 


D 5 Can 


felt reſtore thy peace 


i 3 * of the avenger: and he who 
Hath in 


Morech not the reputati 


ae, but it is not honourable. 


(34) 
Cum the deach of thine adverſary ſa- 
tiate thy hatredꝰ San the ſetting n at 
IPO”? or 
Wotidſt thou make him ſorry for his 
offence; conquer him and ſpare him: 
in death he owneth not thy ſuperiority; 
nor feeleth he mote the: power of Wy 
wrath,” ARR 
In ih lev e bel tri- 


jured him fliould'feel his diſplea- 
ſure; he ſhould ſuffer pain from it, and 
ſhould repent him of the cauſe,” i 
This is the revenge inſpired from an- 
ger; but that —— n thee _ 
eſt, is contempt. 
Murder for an — ariſeels ay 
from cowardice: he who inflicteth it 


feareth that the 11 0 way We and 


avenge himſelf. - 2 26} 

Death endeth thi — but it re- 
on: killing is an 
act of caution, not of courage; it is 


There 


On 


"There: is io Brgy $I re- 

venge an offence z but AG is ſo ho- 
nourable as to pardon it. 

The greateſt victory man can obtain 

is over himſelf: he that diſdaineth to 

feel an injury retorteth it upon NN 

offereth it. 

When thou meditateſt revenge thou 
conſeſſeſt that thou feeleſt the wrong: 
when thou complaineſt thou acknow- 
ledgeſt thyſelf hurt by it: meaneſt 
thou to add this triumph to the pride 
of thine enemy? a 

That cannot be an injury which is 
not felt: how then can he who de- 
ſpiſeth it revenge it? 

If thou think it diſhonourable to bear 
an offence, more is in thy power; thou 
mayſt conquer it. 

Good offices will make a man a- 
ſhamed to be thine enemy. Greatneſs 
of ſoul will terrify him from the * 
of hurting thee. 


D 6 The 


— — — —— — 
4 
pay 


a. | 
The greater the wrong, the mote” 


glory i is in pardoning it; and by how 
much more juſtifiable would be re- 


venge, by ſo much the more honour 


is in clemency. 
" Haſt thou a right to be a OE in 
thine own cauſe; to be a party in the 
act, and yet to pronounce ſentence on 


Fee 
ay it is juſt. | 


_ The revengeful is feared, and there- 
fore he is hared : but he that is endow- 
ed with clemency is adored. The praiſe 
of his actions remaineth for ever; and 


the love of the world attendeth him. 
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CRUELTY, HATRED, « and 


EVENGE i is * hid 
then is cruelty ? lo! it poſ- 
ſeſſeth the miſchiefs of the other, but 
it wanteth even the pretence of its 


Men diſown it as not of their na- 
ture: they are aſhamed of it as a ſtran- 
ger to their hearts: n en 
inhumanity? 

Whence then is her oct? unto 
what that is human oweth ſhe her ex- 
iſtence ? her Father is Fear, and be- 
hold Diſmay, is it not her mother? 

The hero lifteth his ſword” againſt 


the enemy that reſiſteth; but no ſooner 


doth he ſubenit than he is ſatisfied. 


It is not in honour to trample on the 


object that feareth: it is not in virtue 
to inſult what is beneath it: ſubdue the 
inſolent 


( 78 ) 

;nfolent and ſpare the humble, and 

| thou art at the height of victory. 
He who wanteth virtue to arrive at 

this end; he who hath not courage to 

aſcend thus into it; lo! he ſupplieth 

the place of conqueſt by TOR of 

 fovereignty. by laughter. -* 

He who feareth all, . all: 
why are tyrants cel eee 

they live in terror? 

The cur will tear the carcaſe; though 
be dare nat look it in the face while 
living : the hound that hunteth it to 
the death, mangleth it not afterwards. 

Civil wars are the moſt bloody, be- 
cauſe thoſe who fight them are cow- 
ards. Conſpirators are murderers, be- 
cauſe in death there is ſilence: is it 
not fear that n. them e uy be 
betrayed: 

That that 3 not be 3 ſet 
thyſelf too high for hatred: that thou 
mayſt not be inhuman, . elf 

8 the * el _ " 


* 
- 
W 
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Every man may be viewed in two 
| lights : in one he will be troubleſome, 
in the other leſs offenſive: chuſe to ſee 
him in that in which he leaſt hurteth 
thee; then ſhalt thou not do hurt unto 

1 
What is there that a man / may not 
turn unto his good? in that which of- 
fendeth us moſt, there is more ground 
for complaint than hatred. Man 
would be reconciled to him of whom 
he complaineth: what murdereth he 
but what he hateth? _ 

If thou art prevented of a benefit 
fly not into rage: the loſs of thy reaſon 
is the want of a greater. 

| Becauſe thou art robbed of thy cloke, 
wouldit thou firip * of _ Coat 
Wig h 1o ee 1 F13V19 


7 1 
- 


Sk iris & "eo eee 
When thay envieſt the man = 
poſſeſſeth honours; when his titles and 
his greatneſs raiſe thy indignation: 
ek to Know! v whence they. came unto 
| him 3 


* 
[ 


him 3 enquire 
was 1 of them; and chine en- 


080) 
enquire by what means he 


vy will be turned into pity. 
If the ——— etbred un- 


2 chee at the ſame price; be aſſured 


Wp is che pay for Giles 8 


"mages how doth man purchaſe: power 


but by _ ſlave to him who giv- 


eth it? ; OTE ohh «1; 


Wouldſt thou loſe thine own liberty 
to be able to take away that of ano- 
ther? or canſt thou envy him who 
doth ſo? 

Man purchaſben nothing of his ſupe- 


_ Niors but for a price, and that price, is 


it not more than the value? wouldft 


thou pervert the cuſtoms of the world ? 
wouldſt thou have the purchaſe and 


the Fr ITY 
As thou canſt not envy what thou 
wouldſt not accept; diſdain this cauſe 


of hatred; and drive from thy ſoul 


this occaſion of the parent of cruelty. 
e | 9 1 


681 ). 

If thou poſſeſſeſt honour, canſt thou 
envy that which is obtained at the ex- 
pence of it? if thou knoweſt the va- 
lue of virtue, pitieſt thou not thoſe 
who have: bartered it fo meanly ? 

When thou haft taught thyſelf to 
bear the ſeeming good of men without 
repining : thou wilt hear carton 
happineſs with pleaſure. 1 

If chou ſeeſt good things fall 0 Une 
who deſerveth them, thou wilt rejoice 
in it: for virtue is tene 8 
perity of the virtuous. | 


He who rezoiceth in the- happintte 
of another, increaſeth by it his own. 


CHAP: 


6525 
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"Hzavinyss of HEART. 


"HE ſoul of: tlie-chearfel foteech 
1 a / ſmile) upon the face of  af- 
Rition z but the deſpondence of the 
ſad deadenath even n of 


LO in 


23 is the: ſource: of -ſadnefs but 
a feebleneſs of the foul? what giveth 
it power but the want of ſpirit? rouſe 


thyſelf to the combat, andi ſhe quit - 
teth the field before thou ſtrikeſt. 
She is an enemy to thy tace there - 


fore drive her from thy heart: ſhe poi- 
ſoneth the ſweets of thy life; there - 


fore ſuffer her not to enter thy dwelling. 

She raiſeth the loſs of a ſtraw to the 
deſtruction of thy fortune: while ſhe 
vexeth thy ſoul about trifles, ſhe rob- 
beth thee of thine attention to the 
things of conſequence: behold ſhe. but 


propheſieth, what ſhe ſeemeth to relate 


unto thee; 


She 


( 83) 

Ihe ſpreadeth drowſineſs as a veil 
over thy virtues: ſhe hideth them from 
thoſe who would honour thee on be- 
holding them: ſhe entangleth and 
keepeth them down, while ſhe maketh 
it moſt neceſſary for thee to exert them, 
Lol ſhe: oppreſſeth thee with evil; 
and ſhe tieth down thine hands, when 
they would throw the 1 from off 
mee: thre 2610 145 53142 

If thou wouldſt avoid ati baſe 
if thou wouldſt diſdain what is coward- 
Hi chou wouldſt drive from thy 
heart what is unjuſt, ſufferinot e 
to lay hold upon it. 8523 

Suffer it not to cover itſelf with the 
fice of piety: let it not deceive thee 
with a ſhew of wiſdom. Religion 
payeth honour to thy maker: let it not 
be clouded with melancholy: wiſdom 
maketh thee happy : know then that 
ſorrow is to her looks a ſtranger. 

For what ſhould man be ſorrowful 
but for afflictions? why ſhould his 
heart give up joy when the cauſes of 
ny It 


(9 


it are not seed frots- him. is not 
this being e for che ſake of 


miſery ? 


As the maonrace #holeokith fad be- 
cauſe he is hired to do ſo: ho weep- 


eth becauſe his tears are paid for; ſuch 


is the man who ſuffereth his heart to 
be ſad, not becauſe he ſuffereth aught, 
but becauſe he is gloomy. DIG 

It is not the occaſion that produceth 


| the ſorrow: for behold cheſame thing 
mall be to another rejoicitig. 


Aſk men if their ſadneſs maketh 


things the better; and themſelves will 


confeſs to thee that it is folly ; nay, they 
will praiſe him who beareth his ills 


with patience, who maketh head againſt I :* 
misfortune with courage: applauſe | 


mould be followed by imitation. 
_ Sadneſs is againſt nature, for it trou- 
bleth her motions : lo! it rendereth 


diſtaſteful eder ſhe bath made . 
Amiable | 


As the Ae falleth baſes: the tempeſt 
and raiſeth not its head again; ſo bow- 
e. | . 


(8) 

eh che heart of man to the force of 
ſadneſs, and ſo returneth ir unto 1 
ſtrength no more. 
the Gow matorch uporrths moun- 
rains from the rain that trickleth down 
their. ſides, even ſo is beauty waſhed 
from off the cheeks by tears: and nei- 
ther the one nor the other reftoreth itſelf 
again for ever. 

As the pearl is diffolved by the vi- 
negar which ſeemeth at firſt only to 
obſcure its ſurface; fo is thy happi- 
neſs, O man! ſwallowed up by heavi- 
neſs of heart, tho? at firſt it ſeemeth 
only to cover it with its ſhadow. | 

Behold ſadneſs in the public ſtreets: 
euſt thine eye upon her in the places of 
reſort : doth any look upon her? avoid- 
eth ſhe not every one? and doth not 
every one fly from her preſence? 

See how ſhe droopeth her head, like 
the flower-whoſe root is cut afunder: 
ſee how ſhe fixeth her eyes upon earth: 
ſe how they ferve her to no purpoſe 
he fr eng. N 


Is 


Is thete in ben nn is 
chere in her heart, the love of ſociety ? 
is there in her ſoul, reaſon ? aſk: her 


| the cauſe; and ſhe; knoweth it not: en- 
quire the orcaſion af. behold. 1 is 


BORE Widhbo ee © ns); 


Vet doth, her ſtrengtk fail 5 101 


| at length ſhe ſinketh into the grave; 


i W n . 196 47 
* An. | EET 
„Haft thou 1 and ſeeſt 
hou. not this haſt. thou; piety, and 
perceiveſt thou not thine erron? ., 
God. created thee in mercy.: had he 
not intended thee; to be happy, his be- 


neficence would. not haye called thee 


into exiſtence: how dateſt thou then 
to fly in the face of his, majeſty? 
While thou art moſt happy with 
innocence, thou doeſt him moſt ho- 
nour; and What is thy diſcontent but 
murmuring againſt him? 
Created. be not all ings liable to 
Changes? 


ch: 


687 
— and«dareſt 3 den coe at 


their changing? Molaiat t W713 


[f wðe know the law of akin; 


wherefore do we complain of it? if 
we are ignorant of it, what ſhould we 
accuſe but our blindneſs to what every 


moment giveth us proof f?? 


2: Know that tis not thou that art to 
give laws to the world: thy part is to 
ſubmit to them as thou findeſt them: 


but addeth to thy torment. 
Be not deceived with fair pretences, 
nor ſuppoſe that ſorrow healeth misfor- 


tune: it is a poiſon under the colour of 
a remedy: while it pretendeth to draw 
the arrow from thy breaſt; 1 it _ 
td 1 it into thine heart. 


While ſadneſs ſepararerh thee wy 


thy friends; doth it not ſay thou art 


unfit: for converſation? while it driveth 
thee into corners, doth it not proclaim 

that it is aſhamed of itſelf ? 
It is not in thy nature to meet the 
n of ill fortune unhurt; nor doth 
reaſon 


—— — —— — — — 


1 . — 


if they diſtreſs chee; thy Auer ae it 


: 
* 


| (8) 
mate ene n nden it is thy 


duty to bear misfortune like a man; 
but thou mult firſt alſo feel it like one. 


Tears may drop from thine eyes, 


tho virtue falleth not from thine heart: 


be thou careful only that there is cauſe, 
and that they Bow: not too abundantly. 
. * The: greatneſs of the evil is not to 
be reckoned from the number of tears 
ſhed for it: the greateſt griefs arc above 


_ theſe teſtimonies; as the >; Joys 


are beyond utterance. (” / 
Wut is there that weekeveth the 


- ſoublike grief? hat depteſierh it like 
f nn! 0. 


n 


ee ne eee the 


cauſe of virtue? 11 00; 2 

Subject a ahecelt ieee 
there are in return no advantages; nei- 
ther ſaerifioe thou the means of good 


W bed 
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cnAPTER L 
4 


NOBILITY and HONOUR. 


except in virtue. 
The favour f princes may: be 


bought by vices ; rank and titles may 


be purchaſed for . but theſe are 
nat true Honour, | 

Crimes cannot exalt the man ho 
commits them to real glory; neither 
can gold make men noble. 


Wben titles are the reward of virtue; 
when he is ſet on high who hath ſerved 


his country ; he who beſtoweth the 
honours hath glory, 


receiveth them: and the world is be- 
| nefited by it. | 

-;Wouldſt- thou wiſh to be raig'd for 
men know not what? or wouldſt thou 
that = ſhould ſay, why is this? 
DIO Va 30% Eins When 


- 
tes « . 
2 14 4 ry 


T Obility refideth not but in the 
ſoul; nor ls there true Honour 


like as he who 


( 9 00 
When the virtues of the hero de- 
ſcend to his children, his titles accom- 

pany them well: but when he who 
poſſeſſeth them. is unlike to him who 
deſerved them; os "Wo they not call 

him degenerate? - W 
Hlereditary a is l the 
moſt noble; but reaſon ſpeaketh in 

the cauſe of him who hath acquired it. 

He who meritlefs ; himſelf appeal- 

eth to the actions of his abceſtors for 

his greatneſs, is like the thief Who 
r «an «> "flying ING 

What RF: nie the blind — 

his parents could fee? what benefit is 
it to the dumb that his grandfather was 
eloquent ? even ſo What is it to the 
n that their. b | 
ON * noble? DITS | 
; K mind diſpoſed to virtue W 
great the poſſeſſbr of it t: and without 
titles it will raiſe him above the vulgar... 


He will acquire honour while-others | 
receive it ; and will he not ſay unto 
: them, 


{98 )) 
| vw ſuch were the men Vin "”_ 
glory i in ee derived from. 


1 
| ; 


As hy ee — 5 on * ſub- 
. even ſo true honour a L 
upon virtue. | 

Say not that honour i is the chüd * 

boldneſs, nor believe thou that the ha- i 

zard of life alone can pay the price of | 
it: it is not to the action that it is due, 

has to the manner of performing it. I 

All are not called to the guiding the 1 
bene ſtate ; neither are their armies 
to be commanded by every one: do | 
well in that which is committed to thy 
n and Wn ſhall remain A 
thee. © x 
Say not that difficulties are e eng 
to be conquered; or that labour and 
danger muſt be in the way to renown: 
the woman who is chaſle is ſhe not 
praiſed? the man who is honeſt deſer- 
veth he not to be honoure ? 


Thhe thirſt of fame is violent; the de- 
ſire of - honour is powerful; and he 
{8931 299 95 OY who 


N the firſt n put on by it with the 
(a fiſh, 


(m3 


ho gave them to us gave them Br 


great purpoſes, - 1 4; 

When deſperate actions are rr 
to the public; when our lives are to be 
expoſed for the good of our country, 
what can add force to en but am- 


| bition? 


Ils it not abe receiving honour that 
delighteth the noble ind: its . is 
the deſerving it... 

Is it not — avid * * 
hath. not this man a ſtatue ? than that 
they ſhould aſk why he hath one? 


The ambitious will always be firſt in 


the crowd; he preſſeth forward, he 
looketh not behind him: more anguiſh 
is it to his ſoul to ſee one before him, 
than Joy to leave: thouſands at a * 
tance. | 

The root of bien, is in every 
man; but it riſeth not in all: fear keep- 
peth it down in ſome; in many it is ſup- 
pound by modeſty, 

It is the inner garment of the ſoul : 


(95)) 
Feſhs'and the laſt it layeih down at its 
ſeparation from n ic wabsm 


It is an honour to thy nature when 
worthily employed: when thou direct- 


eſt it to wrong purpoſes, it ſhameth 
and deſtroyeth the. 
In the breaſt of the traitor main 


is covered: hypocriſy hideth his face 


under her mantle; and cool diſſimu- 
lation furniſheth it with ſmooth words: 
but in the end men ſhall ſee what it is. 
The ſerpent loſeth not his ſting tho 
benumbed with the froſt: the tooth of 
the viper is not broken though the cold 


cloſeth his mouth: take pity on his 


ſtate and he will ſhew thee his ſpirit: 
warm him in thy boſom, and he 125 
requite thee with death. 
He that is truly virtuous, 6 vir- 
tue for herſelf; he diſdaineth the ap- 
plauſe which ambition aimeth after. 


How pitiable were the ſtate of virtue 


if ſhe could not be happy but from ano- 
ther's praiſe : ſhe is too noble to ſeek 
recompence, and no more will, than 
can be rewarded. - He 


— ——— — alt äm—— —— — — 
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| 60885 » | | 
The higher die un arifeth the leſs 
ſhadow doth he make even ſo the 
reuter is the virtue, the: leſs doth it 
covet praiſe : yet . it avoid its 
ward in honou rs. 
Glory, like a ſhadow, eth him 
cho purſueth itz but it followeth at 
the heels of him who would fly from 
it : if thou courteſt it without merit 


thou ſhalt never attain unto it: if thou 


deſerveſt it, though thou hideſt rhyſels, 
un will never forſake the. 

> Purſue that which is honourible; db 
that which is right 3 and the applauſr 
of thine own conſcience will be more 
joy > thee than the ſhouts of millions 
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"CHAPTER I. 
SCIENCE and LEARNING. 


HE nobleſt employment of the 
mind of man is the ſtudy of the 
works of his creator. 

To him whom the ſcience of nature 
delighteth, every object bringeth a proof 
of his God: every thing that proveth 
i, giveth cauſe of adoration. 

HFis mind is lifted up to heaven every 
moment: his life 1 is one continued act 
of devotion. 5 

Caſteth he his eye towards the clouds, 

findeth he not the heavens full of his 
wonders: looketh he down to thę earth, 
doth not the worm proclaim to him, 
leſs than omnipotence could not have 
formed me?: 
© While the planets ko their 
courſes : while the ſun remaineth in his 
place: while the comet wandereth 
through the liquid air, and returneth 
to its deſtin'd road again; who but thy 
, od, O man! could have formed them, 
| E 5 what 


* = = . 9 — 
: \ . 
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| « 90 0 3 
what but infinite wiſdom could have 4 
pointed them their laws? 
/' ©» Behold how awful" their plendour l 
yet do they not diminiſh! lo! how ra- 
| pid their motions! yet one runneth not 
in the way of another. | | 
Lock down upon the earth, * ſee. p 
her produce: examine her bowels, and * 
1 behold what they contain: hath not wiſ- 
dom and power ordained the whole? 
Wo biddeth the graſs to ſpring up? t 
= - who watereth it at its due ſeaſons? be- { 
|  _ hold the ox croppeth it; the horſe and f 
| the ſheep feed they not upon it? who v 
is he that provideth it for tem: , 
| | Who giveth increaſe to the corn p 
= which Hs ſoweſt ? who returneth it to k 


| thee a thouſand fold? 17s 
| Who ripeneth for thee the olive an e 
| its time? and the grape, tho* thou p 
5 knoueſt not the cauſe of it. to 
Can the meaneſt fly create itſelf W or 1 


vert thou aught leſs than God couldlt fr 
tou have faſhioned it?! 85 
The beaſts feel that they exiſt but 
-they wonder 'not at it: they rejoice in 
their 


( 99 ). 

their life, but they know not has. ic 
ſhall, ond: each performeth its courſe 
in ſucceſſion; nor 1s there a loſs of one 
ſpecies in a thouſand generations. 

i hou who ſeeſt the whole as admira- 
able as its parts; canſt thou better em- 
Ploy. thine eye than in tracing out thy 
_ creator's greatneſs | in them; thy mind 
than in examining their wonders? 

Power and mercy are diſplay'd in 
their formation : Juſtice, and goodneſs 
ſhine forth in the proviſion that is made 
for them: all are happy in their ſeveral 
ways; nor envieth one the other. 


What is the ſtudy of words com- 


pared with this? in what ſcience is 
knowledge, but in the ſtudy of nature? 
When thou haſt adored the fabric, 
- enquire into its uſe? for know the earth 
produceth nothing but may be of good 
to thee: are not food and raiment, and 
the remedies for thy diſcaſes all derived 
Kam this ſource alone? 
Who is wiſe then but he chat know- 
eth ie? who hath e but he 


"4iF ? 
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them for the ſake of thy neig 


i underftanding * dependencies? * 


8 100 » 
that contemplaterh it) for the reſt, what- 
ever ſcience hath moſt utility ; whatever 


prefer 
probt of 
hbour! 
To live and to dir; to command 
and to obey z te de ad to ſuffer ;\ are 
not theſe. all that thou haft farther to 
care. about ? morality ſhall teach thee 
theſe: the ceconomy of life Tha lay 
them before thee. 44 
. Behold they are written in cite _ 


knowledge hath leaſt vanity ; 
theſe unto. the others; and 


and thou needeſt only to be reminded of 


them: they are ealy of conception; be 
attentive, and thou ſhalt retain them. 


All other ſciences are vain, all other 


knowledge 1 is boaſt; lo! it is not neceſ- 
fary or beneficial, to man, nor doth it 


make him more good or more honeſt. 
Piety to thy God, and benevolence 


to thy Flow creatures, are they not thy 
great 17 5 what ſhall teach thee the 


one like the ſtudy f his works? what 


ſhall. inform . thee of the other, like 
BO O K 
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Natural Accidents. - 
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( 103") 
| CHAPTER I. 15 
 PROSPERNY and ADVERSITY. 
Ex not proſperity elate thine heart 


above meaſure : neither depreſs - 
thy ſoul unto the grave, becauſe for- 


tune beareth hard againſt thee. 


Her ſmiles are not ſtable, therefore 


build nor thy confidence. upon them 


her frowns endure not for ever, there- 
fore let hope teach thee patience, | 
To bear adverſity well is difficult: 
but to be temperate in proſperity i is the 
height of wiſdom. 
Good and ill are the teſts by which 


thou art to know thy conſtancy ; nor is 


there aught elſe that can tell thee the 
powers of thine own ſoul: be therefore 
upon the watch when they are upon thee, 

Behold proſperity how ſweetly ſhe 


flattereth thee; how inſenſibly ſhe rob- 


berth thee of thy ſtrength and thy vigour ? 
Tho' thou haſt been conſtant in ill 


| fortune; tho? thou haſt been invincible 


2 


in 


(204 ) | 

in diſtreſs? yet by her thou art con- 
quered: not knowing that thy ſtrength 
returneth not again, and yet that thou 
again mayſt need it, 
Affliction moveth our enemies to 
pity; ſucceſs and Happineſs ne even 
our friends to envy. 

In adverſity is the ſeed 6f: well 80. 
ing! it is the nurſe of heroiſm and 
boldneſs: who that hath enough will 
I endanger himſelf to have more? who 
that is at caſe wil ſet Tg” Uſe" on the 
hazard? © 15 
Tirue virtue will act Ger all circum- 
ſtances: but men ſee moſt of its effects 
when accidents concur with it. 
| In adverfity man ſeeth himſelf aban- 

. doned by others ; he findeth that all his 


"hopes are centered within himſelf: he 


rouſeth his ſoul ; he encountereth his 
difficulties, and they yield before him. 

In proſperity he fancieth himſelf ſafe; 
he thinketh he is beloved of all that 
ſmile about his table : he groweth care- 
leſs and remiſs: he ſeeth not the dan- 


ger 


(-205)). 
ane before him: n. 
others, and in the end they deceive him. 
Every man can adviſe his on ſoul 
in — * bur 6 the 


truth. 


— is * ſaoraws "A ld to 


contentment, than the joy that render- 
eth man unable 2 and 
after plungeth himſelf into it. 

Our paſſions dictate to us in al our 
extreams; moderation 12 e effect of 
wiſdom. 


Be upright in thy whole life be 


content in all its changes: ſo ſhalt thou 


make thy proſit out of all occurrences; - 


ſo ſhall every thing that happeneth unto 
eee eee 2 ape „ 
The wiſe maketh every thing th 


means of advantage; and with the ſame 


countenance beholdeth he all the faces 
of fortune: he governeth the good, he 
conquereth the me he is unmoved 
in all; 

Preſume not in ee neigher 
* in 5 court not dan. 


gers, 


4 


((:r06.)) 


gers, nor meanly fly from before them: 


— 


not the pit ſhall periſh therein. 


dare to deſpiſe whatever — not re- 
main with the. 


Let not adverfity tear o off ek vines 
of hope; neither let proſperity obſcure 


the light of prudencte. 


He who deſpaiteth of the end ſhall 
never attain: unto it: and he who ſeeth 


He who calleth proſperity his good . 
who hath ſaid unto her with thee will I 


_ eſtabliſh my happineſs ; lo! he anchor- 


eth his veſſel in a bed of ſand, which 
the return of the tide waſheth away. 
As the water that paſſeth from the 
mountains kiſſeth, in its way to the 
ocean, every ſield that bordereth the 


rivers; as it tarrieth not in any place; 


even ſo fortune viſiteth the ſons of men: 
her motion is inceſſant, ſhe will not 
ſtay ; ſhe ĩsun ſt able as the winds, how 
then wilt thou hold her? when ſhe 
kiſſeth thee thou art bleſſed, but be- 


hold as thou turneſt t ora her ſhe 
is gone unto another. | 


. 


0 107) 
chATTER mn 
PAIN. and SICKNESS; 


HE fickneſs of the body affect- 


eth even the ſoul: the one can- 


not be in health without the other. 
Pain is of all ills that which is moſt 

felt: and it is that which from nature 

hath the feweſt remedies. 

When thy conſtancy faileth thee call 


in thy reaſon: when thy. patience quit- 


teth thee, call in thy hope. 
: To ſuffer is a neceſſity entailed upon 
thy nature; wouldſt thou that miracles 
ſhould protect thee from it? or ſhalt 
thou repine becauſe it happeneth unto 
thee? when lo! it happeneth unto all, 

It is injuſtice to expect exemption 
from that thou wert born unto : ſub- 
mit with modeſty to the laws of thy 
condition, | 

Wouldſt thou toy to the ſeaſons, paſs 
not on, leſt I grow old? is it not bet- 
s | der 


Thy body 


(6108) 1 
ter to ſuffer well that which thou canſt 
not avoid e K 1415 1 


Pain that ah long i is moderate; 


| bluſh therefore to complain oß it: that 


which is violent is E : behold thou 
ſeeſt the end of it. 
was de to be ſubſer- 
vient to the ſoul: while thou afflicteſt 
the ſoul for its pains, . thou ſet- 
teſt that above 141 

As the wiſe afflicteth not bimſelf be- 
cauſe a thorn teareth his garment : ſo 
the patient grieveth not his foul becauſe 
= ern een 1 is men 
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| "tl DEATH.» a 
r 1 


proveth the work of the alche- 
wiſt - fo is death the teſt of our lives; 
the aſſay which ſheweth the ſtandard of 
all our actions. 


_— — — —— - — 


mine the period of it: the end crownu-- 
eth the attempt; and where diſſimula- 
lation is no more, there truth appearetun. | 

He hath not ſpent his life ill, who 
knoweth to die well; neither can he 
have loſt all his time, who employeth 
the laſt portion of it to his honour. 

He was not born in vain who dieth 


= be aher neither nach de ed 


unprofitably who dieth happily. * 1 
He that conſidereth he is to die, is 
content while he liveth: he who ſtri- 
veth to forget it, hath no pleaſure in 
any thing: his joy appeareth to him a | 
jewel. 


(we). 

Jewel which he expecteth every mo- 
ment he Mall Joſe, © © ©: 
Wouldſt thou learn to die nobly z let 
thy vices die before thee. Happy is 
he who endeth the buſineſs of his life 
- before his death; who, when the hour 
of it cometh, hath nothing to do but 
to die; who wiſheth not delay, becauſc 
he hath no longer uſe for time. 


Free 


neſs; fear it not, for thou underſtand- 


eſt not what it ĩs: all that thou certain- 
ly knoweſt eee to 


man the moſt honour, himſelf ſhall re- 


vie after death in 20 mne of 1 it. | 
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- Think not the conf ue thi 15 
pieſt; that which is beſt employed doth 
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Mineral Waters. | 


The NozitiTy, GenTRY, and 
| -FacuvrTy: 150 
Who are pleaſed'to favour with their Commands 

W. Own, at his Original Mineral Water- 

Warehouſe, neat Temple-Bar, Fleet. Street. 


Mv be aſſured of having che following 
Waters (from the great Call for them at 
his Original Water -Warehauſe) always in the 
utmoſt Perfection for ready Money, as thath 
been the uſual Cuſtom! of * Trade, and at 
the loweſt Prices, Vi. N 62. 5 | 

GrrMan Sy, filled and Pouben Spring, 
in whole and half Flaſks; PrYzuour, in three- 
pint. Bottles; SzLTZER3S, in large Stone Bot- 
tles; NEVIL Hor Water, from. Dr. Short; 
Bx1sToL Hot-well Water, from Smith and 
Waedall;, Hax GATE Sea Water; WilLTsHIRE 
Hour, WarkRx; IiL aur Alterative Water, 
from the Original Spring; CHELTENHAM, Barn, 
SCARBUROUGH,M ALVERNz JE880P's Well, or 
STaxE;z:Acron, Dod and Duck ;; Tar Wa- 
TER, made agreeable to Bp. Berkey's Direc- 
tions ; and; Sga-WaTrr, taken up ſeveral 
Leagues at Sea. Alſo Dr; Ruſelis Diſſertation 
on the Uſe of the Sea- Water, with Dr. Sgecd's 
Commentary, Price 35., in Boards and Blue 
Paper. 

Scarborough, Cheltenham, and 48on Salts. 

NM. B. The Foreign Waters are taken up at 
ach Times only, when they are in full Vigour, 

and 


4 


2 | 545 12 I. 117 
and approved ved 15 the Phylicians both at, Pyr- 
Aer und 85, ad will more fully appear by ſe. 
veral Certificates under their Hands and Seats, 
as well az thoſe from the Magiſtrates of Sp. ; 
who have in the rongeſt Manner aſſerted and 
recommended the Skill, Care, and long Expe- 
rience, of My Act at Spa, in taking up the 
Poubin Water in the moſt proper Seaſon, and 
at the only ſit Times, and ſecuring che Flaſks 
aſter the moſt improved Method, moſt effectu- 


ally to retain and preſerve their Mineral 


Spirit. And as ſeveral Journies have been 
taken both to Pyrmont and Spa, to ſettle the 
beſt Correſpondence, in order to import the 
Foreign Waters in the utmoſt Perfection, ſo I 
| have no Doubt but waren N 
Dating. 32> £5 
Note, Bath, Briftol, Chelicahans; Holt, Mal. 
vern, Fefe Well, Sea, ' Afton, and Dog =F 
— IG opp warn M ow” _ 
»Wer, 

To os 5 se Parour 
of thoſe who are pleaſed to honour me with 
their Commands, to direct that the: Meſſenger, 
ot Agent / do bring back one of my printed 
Bills, wih à Receipt, n — their 
Lu” rar ave: ped 
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